Is this live-organ donor your patient?
The transplant community is in the midst of an ethical reflection regarding the manner in which live-organ transplantation should be practiced. There is a fundamental aspect to be addressed and reaffirmed. It is the doctor-patient relationship between the transplant surgeon and the live-organ donor. This relationship brings a mutual responsibility to the physician and the donor patient to each other, which should not be abrogated by the claim of donor autonomy nor the obligation fostered by the recipient's needs. If equipoise is not affirmatively achieved in the risk-benefit calculation for the donor and the recipient, then sound medical judgment should override all other concerns.